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❶ 

PAY ATTENTION TO BOND 

STRUCTURE 

Deeply discounted structures, vestiges of a low-interest rate world in the late 20 teens to early 2020’s, will 

be in high demand as long term investors seek distressed-like prices and par/premium bonds become 

more the norm. 

❷ 

BELLY CAN DRIVE RETURNS 

Take a more defensive/intermediate posture: As we enter 2025, we believe investor positioning across 

markets may be too optimistic.  With a backdrop of multi-decade tight credit spreads, the breakeven 

spread (how much a bond’s spread must widen before generating negative excess returns) in the 30-year 

point is relatively tight, but wider in the 5-10 yr portion of the curve1.  Investors should be rewarded by 

defensive curve positioning in the belly of the curve. 

❸ 

QUALITY UP 

Credit spreads are tight, and we expect this trend to continue into 2025.  In addition, across the credit risk 

spectrum, investors reached for yield during 2024, and lower rated credits have tightened more than their 

higher rated counterparts, decreasing the spread between ratings categories.  We think fixed income 

markets have grown complacent with the numerous political and economic risks looming on the horizon.  

As such, we think the spread compression is overdone and has tilted the risk/reward framework towards 

moving out of lower rated credits into higher rated ones. 

Employ Security Selection and Tactical Trading to Drive Performance 

In our view, demand for taxable municipals will remain elevated as absolute yields and solid credit 

fundamentals provide a haven during a period of global economic uncertainty.  2025 will be an exciting 

year in the municipal marketplace given the new incoming administration’s desire to extend the 2017 

Tax Cuts and their struggle to find ways to finance payfors.  While tariffs have been mentioned as one 

key financing source, other sources may prove to be elusive.  Choosing among which discretionary 

federal budget items to cut or decrease will be challenging.  Among these items, the cost of tax-

exemption has come back under the microscope.  Even if, as is our view, the chances are remote of a 

full repeal of tax-exempt borrowing by State and Local governments, headline risk will be plentiful as 

other alternative options are discussed.  Therefore, capitalizing on relative value trades such as 

investing in off-the-run securities, exploring different coupon structures, and looking at opportunities 

in tax-exempt securities when valuations are compelling we believe will reward investors in the taxable 

municipal marketplace. 
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DISCLO SURES  

Availability of this document and products and services provided by MacKay Shields LLC may be limited by applicable laws and regulations in certain jurisdictions 

and this document is provided only for persons to whom this document and the products and services of MacKay Shields LLC may otherwise lawfully be issued or 

made available. None of the products and services provided by MacKay Shields LLC are offered to any person in any jurisdiction where such offering would be 

contrary to local law or regulation. It does not constitute investment advice and should not be construed as an offer to buy securities. The contents of this document 

have not been reviewed by any regulatory authority in any jurisdiction. This material contains the opinions of the MacKay Municipal Managers™ team of MacKay 

Shields LLC but not necessarily those of MacKay Shields LLC. The opinions expressed herein are subject to change without notice. This material is distributed for 

informational purposes only. Forecasts, estimates, and opinions contained herein should not be considered as investment advice or a recommendation of any 

particular security, strategy or investment product. Information contained herein has been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but not guaranteed. Any 

forward-looking statements speak only as of the date they are made and MacKay Shields assumes no duty and does not undertake to update forward-looking 

statements. No part of this document may be reproduced in any form, or referred to in any other publication, without express written permission of MacKay Shields 

LLC. ©2025, MacKay Shields LLC. All Rights Reserved. 

MacKay Shields LLC does not offer or sponsor any funds registered under the Investment Company Act of 1940, as amended (“Registered Funds”). MacKay 

Shields LLC serves in the capacity as investment manager of certain Registered Funds through sub-advisory arrangements. 

MacKay Municipal Managers is a trademark of MacKay Shields LLC.  

MacKay Shields LLC is a wholly owned subsidiary of New York Life Investment Management Holdings LLC, which is wholly owned by New York Life Insurance 

Company. "New York Life Investments" is both a service mark, and the common trade name of certain investment advisers affiliated with New York Life Insurance 

Company. Investments are not guaranteed by New York Life Insurance Company or New York Life Investments. 

It is not possible to invest directly into an index. Past performance is not indicative of future results.   

NOTE TO U K AND EURO PEAN  UNION INVESTOR S  

This document is intended only for the use of professional investors as defined in the Alternative Investment Fund Manager’s Directive and/or the UK Financial 

Conduct Authority’s Conduct of Business Sourcebook. To the extent this document has been issued in the United Kingdom, it has been issued by NYL Investments 

UK LLP, 200 Aldersgate Street, London UK EC1A 4HD, which is authorised and regulated by the UK Financial Conduct Authority.  To the extent this document has 

been issued in the EEA, it has been issued by NYL Investments Europe Limited, 77 Sir John Rogerson's Quay, Block C Dublin D02 VK60 Ireland. NYL Investments 

Europe Limited is authorized and regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland (i) to act as an alternative investment fund manager of alternative investment funds 

under the Alternative Investment Fund Managers Directive (Directive 2011/61/EU) and (ii) to provide the services of individual portfolio management, investment 

advice and the receipt and transmission of orders as defined in Regulation 7(4) of the AIFMD Regulations to persons who meet the definition of “professional 

client” as set out in the MiFID Regulations.  It has passported its license in additional countries in the EEA. 

This document only describes capabilities of certain affiliates of New York Life Investments and/or MacKay Shields LLC.  No such affiliates will accept subscriptions 

in any funds not admitted to marketing in your country or provide services to potential customers in your country, including discretionary asset management 

services, except where it is licensed to do so or can rely on an applicable exemption. 

MacKay Shields LLC is a wholly owned subsidiary of New York Life Investment Management Holdings LLC, which is wholly owned by New York Life Insurance 

Company. "New York Life Investments" is both a service mark, and the common trade name of certain investment advisers affiliated with New York Life Insurance 

Company. Investments are not guaranteed by New York Life Insurance Company or New York Life Investments. 

COMPARIS ONS T O AN  INDEX  

Comparisons to a financial index are provided for illustrative purposes only. Comparisons to an index are subject to limitations because portfolio holdings, volatility 

and other portfolio characteristics may differ materially from the index. Unlike an index, portfolios within the composite are actively managed and may also include 

derivatives. There is no guarantee that any of the securities in an index are contained in any managed portfolio. The performance of an index may assume 

reinvestment of dividends and income, or follow other index-specific methodologies and criteria, but does not reflect the impact of fees, applicable taxes or trading 

costs which, unlike an index, may reduce the returns of a managed portfolio. Investors cannot invest in an index. Because of these differences, the performance 

of an index should not be relied upon as an accurate measure of comparison. 

SOURCE INFORM ATION :  

“Bloomberg®”, “Bloomberg Indices®”, Bloomberg Fixed Income Indices, Bloomberg Equity Indices and all other Bloomberg indices referenced herein are service 

marks of Bloomberg Finance L.P. and its affiliates, including Bloomberg Index Services Limited (“BISL”), the administrator of the indices (collectively, “Bloomberg”) 

and have been licensed for use for certain purposes by MacKay Shields LLC (“MacKay Shields”). Bloomberg is not affiliated with MacKay Shields, and Bloomberg 

does not approve, endorse, review, or recommend MacKay Shields or any products, funds or services described herein. Bloomberg does not guarantee the 

timeliness, accurateness, or completeness of any data or information relating to MacKay Shields or any products, funds or services described herein. 


